
Since 2006 the Prayer Shawl ministry has provided warmth and comfort to the parish community of
Saint Rose. Volunteers meet the third Wednesday of the month from September to May at the
Parish Center. “At our gathering we work on current projects and also exchange new ideas and
patterns for future projects, and we share our stories of daily life,” says parishioner Kathy Siede who
is coordinator of the program. “There are some members who cannot come to the meetings so they
exercise the option of working from home.
 
“If you enjoy volunteering, but would like to do so ‘behind the scenes,’ Prayer Shawl is an excellent
ministry,” continues Kathy. “You can crochet or knit the shawl. We have also expanded the ministry
into making ‘lapgans,’ baby booties, teddy bears and fleece blankets for babies and small children.
Plus, larger blankets for teens and adults. Each person works at their own speed as there are no
deadlines.”
 
After retiring in 2006 Kathy picked up her knitting needles and crochet hook in earnest. “I am afraid
I  somewhat overwhelmed my family with homemade gifts and I am sure they were a bit relieved
when I joined the Prayer Shawl group,” she recalls. “It has been a joy to make items to share and that
give comfort to those in need. And I enjoy the company of the group—an additional perk.”
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Other members of the group share similar experiences:
· Ruth McCusker: “It is something I can do. It makes me feel good
knowing the items will be used by someone who needs them. I also like
the ladies and enjoy visiting with them.”
· Mary Miller: “I joined the group to hopefully make something that
people might use. There is the social aspect of this ministry as well. It was
also a way to keep busy and enjoy the skill (or lack of skill) of knitting.”

· Linda Holly: “Participating with the Prayer Shawl group has been an enlightening experience for me, a place where
I have gained skills, friendships and a greater purpose knowing that my crocheting skills, though limited, make a
difference in someone’s life. A shawl or lap robe made in prayer and a deep caring hopefully bring some comfort to
a hurting heart.”
 
Kathy adds that the group has received many thank you notes telling how appreciative people are to get the shawls
and how they have helped during a very difficult time. “We are always ready to welcome new crafters (beginner or
advanced),” she says. “Supplies are provided.”   


